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Tectonic activity can only be measured by instruments. There is no visible effect on the land or people.








Sounds like a rumble of traffic. People sitting down can feel it and electric wires outside may sway.








People begin to be afraid. If they are sleeping then they will wake up. Hanging objects indoors sway and unstable objects may fall. Some drivers may even notice the shock.








Most people take protective action and are very afraid. Heavy furniture may move or even fall over. Windowpanes will smash and driving will be very difficult.








People find it difficult to stand. Houses are damaged as wall tiles fall off and windows smash. Underground pipes burst.








People are tossed around by the quake. Furniture will fly around rooms. Buildings will crack and roads may begin to split open.








Houses collapse trapping people inside. Bridges are destroyed and large cracks begin to appear in the ground.








Total destruction! The ground rises and falls.
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Illustrate the different impacts caused by earthquakes of varying magnitudes on the Richter Scale.








