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Which of these accounts represents a Fair Trade Cocoa farmer?
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My name is Comfort, a Cocoa grower from Mim Village, in Ghana. My plot of land is small, but I am part of the Kuapa Kokoo co-operative, a group of over 48,000 farmers.





Being part of the co-operative brings me many benefits. We often meet locally; we share skills, ideas and labour. Last year I was ill, but my co-operative friends came to my aid and helped me harvest my crop. I have also learnt how to plant my Cocoa trees better; they need to be further apart, so they can get the best amount of sunlight.





Being part of the co-operative brings me many benefits, the buyers of my beans guarantee us a minimum price, which covers the cost of producing the beans, this means I don’t have to worry about the price of Cocoa at the market come harvest. They also pay 60% upfront, which means I can plan ahead; if necessary I can purchase equipment and help.





The co-operative have also invested in our community, they have set up schools and a mobile clinic tours the area. We also had a problem with clean water, but this is no longer a problem, because the co-operative has paid for a new well.





One of the problems with Cocoa farming is that there are too many farmers! But the co-operative has encouraged us to grow new crops, such as cassava and mushrooms. To help us make changes to our farms, they offer us cheap loans. I took out a loan and was trained in animal rearing; I now have chickens on my farm. This extra source of incomes means I can help support my eldest daughter through secondary school.





Best of all, I trust the co-operative to work in my best interests.








My name is Mark, I live in Ghana and grow Cocoa. I have a very small plot of land, I do all the farming myself, it is very hard and tiring, sometimes I work up to twenty hours a day. I can’t afford to employ helpers, so my children have to help. I would like to buy fertilisers which would help improve my yields, but we have to make use of the animal dung.





Growing Cocoa is very risky, in the past five years my crop has been infected with disease; I wish I could afford pesticides. My crop has also been damaged by flooding and drought. When my crop fails, we have to cut back on luxuries, such as sending the children to school, if someone becomes ill, we have great difficulty in buying medicines or paying to see a Doctor.





Because my plot is so small it means I make little money. Even when I do grow a decent crop, I never know the price at market; it is always going up and down. This makes it difficult to plan for the future.





The distance to the market from my home is huge; but this is the least of my problems, the buyers of Cocoa have been know to cheat people out of money, by using lighter weights on the scales.








