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1. What is meant by the term natural resource?


2. On the map provided and using an atlas, 
a) Label the following natural resources found in Antarctica, as shown in the table below.
They should be geographically correct, make sure you provide a symbol for each resource within the key.

b) Next to your symbol in your key, write a brief description of the potential yield of each resource.

	Resource
	Locations
	Yield

	Krill – what is this?
	Antarctic Ocean, mainly South Atlantic, Indian Ocean and Ross Sea.
	110-150 million tonnes per annum.

	Fish
	Continental Shelf Areas.
	290,000 tonnes per annum.

	Seals
	Antarctic Continent and Islands.
	No present interest.

	Whales
	Antarctic Seas.
	Limited to scientific research.

	Oil
	Amundsen, Bellingshausen, Ross and Weddell Seas.
	? Potentially billions of barrels.

	Coal
	Trans-Antarctic and Prince Charles Mountains 
	Appropriately 11% of world’s reserves.

Low quality and in broken bands. 

	Iron Ore
	Prince Charles Mountains
	Low grade, 35% iron, below the 60% required for quality.

	Chromium
	Antarctic Peninsula
	In theory it is there!

	Gold
	Antarctic Peninsula
	Unknown

	Silver
	Antarctic Peninsula
	Unknown

	Cobalt
	Antarctic Peninsula
	Unknown

	Copper
	Antarctic Peninsula
	Unknown

	Lead
	Trans-Antarctic mountains
	Unknown

	Zinc
	Trans-Antarctic mountains
	Unknown

	Uranium
	Enderby Land, North West Antarctica.
	Unknown

	Titanium
	Dronning Maud Land
	Unknown


3. Consider your map; is there a geographical pattern to where Antarctica’s resources have been identified?

Why might this pattern exist? 


4. Why do you think that so little is known about the quantity of mineral resources in Antarctica?


5. Why can’t the known mineral resources be exploited at this moment in time? 

Think back to your Antarctic Treaty work. 



Notes to be taken during class discussion- think about them now.

Why would it be difficult to exploit mineral resources in Antarctica?



Under what future conditions would you expect the exploitation of mineral resources in Antarctica to become cost-effective?

 















