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 1.  Coke has invested over $1 billion in India; it is one of its biggest inward investors.
	2. When entering the market, Coke brought the home-grown brand leader ‘Thums-up’- this remains the market leading, followed by Coke and Pepsi.  Lack of choice? Monopoly?

	3. Coca-Cola in India owns 27 bottling operations and franchises another 17.

	4. As a US MNC, profits leaks abroad to American shareholders.

	5. Some bottling operations have been criticised for employing temporary staff, therefore circumnavigating labour laws on unions, paid leave, compensation for injuries...

	6. In Asia, every one Coke job creates another ten in the local community. Positive multiplier effect.

	7. Because some of Coke’s operating plants are franchises, it can distance itself from their working practices- they don’t own them!

	8. Coke in India indirectly employs 150,000 people.


	9. Some Coke plants in India pay nothing for extracting water from underground aquifers.
	10. In the time that Coke has been operating in Kerala, water tables have decreased by a metre a year.

	11. It takes 3.8 litres of water to make one litre of Coke.
	12. In Kerala falling water levels have resulted in falling yields.

	13. Retailers aren’t allowed to stock alternatives to Coke in their provided coolers and refrigerators.  Lack of choice? Monopoly?

	14. It has been reported that some workers have worked 12hr shifts for 50 cents.


	15. In rural communities Coke has provided coolers that operate on brine solution to keep products cool for up to 12 hours.

	16. India has strict legalisation on the ownership of companies operating within the country, a majority should be owned by Indian concerns, to circumnavigate this this Coke has set up subsidiary companies based in India, but controlled by Coke.


	17. Some Indian workers have been forced to work in the purification of water without using the correct safety equipment. The process involves the use of chlorine.  


	18. Employs 6,000 people directly.
	19. The Coca-Cola Foundation in India has spent over $10 million dollars on community programmes, including drinking water and sustainable energy projects.


	20. The company has set up a mobile training unit for retailers, to provide them with skills on how to display and sell their products.


	21. Due to falling yields in Kerala it has been estimated that 916 workers migrated to other villages in search of work, people were not being hired during harvests.
	22. In Kerala, the Coke bottling plant has been accused of draining local water aquifers, leaving subsistence farmers with no source of water.
	23. Critics believe that Coke has tried to monopolise the market place by purchasing competitors.
	24. In India, Coke gave farmers waste sludge from their plants to use as fertiliser, because it was nitrogen rich; it was found to contain the harmful carcinogen cadmium. Exposure to Cadmium can also lead to kidney failure.


	25. The fodder and water in Kerala .and surrounding areas. were contaminated with copper, cadmium, lead and chromium. This contamination was from waste water, a by-product of processing.

	26. Coke stopped giving the sludge to farmers, but in Kerala it was disposed of within dry boreholes.
	27. Courts have ruled that contamination from the Coke plant in Kerala is linked to low birth weights and birth defects.
	28. In Kerala women had to travel about 5kms to fetch safe drinking water. This has resulted in loss of wages for some.

	29. In Kerala Coke has been accused of avoiding tax payments to the local government.
	30. Coca-Cola has invested in water harvesting schemes in India; they state actual recharge has been five times what they extract from the ground.

	31. Coke has installed hand pumps in Kaladera in India.
	32. Coke states its water efficiency has improved by 24% over the past 5 years.



	33. States have offered subsidized water, land and tax breaks to Coca Cola.


	34. Test conducted by Coke on its products in India showed no pesticide contamination.

	35. In 2006 research in India, by the Centre of Science and Environment, found that pesticide levels in Coke’s products were 24 times higher than what would be allowed in the E.U. .
	36.  The investment of Coke in India has been blamed for the decline of traditional fruit juice vendors.
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