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Fishing has been taking place in these oceans for hundreds of years. No-one owns these waters, they belong to everyone. Fishing is our livelihood. We will agree to quotas and control our catches if everyone else does. The World’s population is rising and more food is needed; Krill may help solve food shortages.*





* Krill is high in protein and therefore can be used to make nutritious foodstuffs.





The World needs new sources of minerals and fuels. Antarctica has reserves of oil, coal and precious metals. We may even find more. They will replace the resources we use up.





Antarctica can give us lots of information about our planet. Scientists are finding out about climate change from the ice. It is the best place to monitor the Ozone layer. More research bases should be allowed.





People should be allowed to visit this area; the World belongs to all of us. Tourism need not damage the environment; people can follow internationally agreed guidelines, e.g. tourists have to take their rubbish home with them. Environmentally friendly tourism can provide money for conservation projects. Only 200 tourists are allowed to land each day, that isn’t many.





The World is producing more and more waste; nuclear waste is difficult to dispose of, one reason why people are against its use in energy generation. Antarctica could be somewhere safe to store it. This could reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.





Because no one lives there, it would be an excellent place to test military hardware. We need military bases all around the world. Bases here would help us protect ourselves.





Fishermen do not stick to their quotas. 70,000 tonnes of illegal fish catches are made each year. Cod can live for 50 years and it takes ten years before they start reproducing. If younger fish are caught numbers wills decline. Over 140,000 seabirds are killed each year. Long lines with over 20,000 baited hooks are trailed from the back of boats. If the seabirds take the hooks they are pulled under water and drowned.





The Southern Ocean is now a whole sanctuary. Although whaling was banned in 1986 some countries have broken the agreement. Whale numbers are still very low and some species run the risk of becoming extinct.





Removing all waste that people make is very difficult and costly. Waste decays very slowly in the cold climate. People try to avoid removing waste. There are 48 research centres already; they house over 4000 people in the summer. In the past scientists just dumped poisonous and radioactive waste, burned their rubbish and pumped millions of gallons of raw sewage into the sea.





Tourism in Antarctica is growing faster than anywhere else in the World. Over 11,200 visitors arrived in 1998 alone. Tourism is big business and tour operators are out to make as much profit as possible not to save the environment. Their guidelines are not law. Tourist flights disturb the nesting birds.





Mineral exploration has caused oil spills. The environment has been scarred, soil has been removed and dynamite used. In 1989 a ship sank and 170,000 gallons of oil leaked into the sea. The more that come here, the more damage will be done.





Antarctica is the last wilderness on Earth. Human activity in Antarctica should be banned, or at least carefully managed. The Earth does not need to exploit this area for coal, oil, fish etc. Antarctica is fragile- spoil it now and it will be lost forever. We must agree on how best to use the region.





Tasks.


Read the different viewpoints on development in Antarctica.


Underline in two different colours, arguments for and against the development of Antarctica.


Write the arguments on the development scales. Add any addition arguments you feel are necessary.


Overall, do you think that Antarctica should be developed further in the future? What is your opinion?








Should Antarctica be developed? What is your opinion?





Arguments for





Arguments against





Development in Antarctica is just not cost-effective. The extreme conditions would make any kind of exploitation, sustainable or not, too difficult. Best leave it!





Opening up Antarctica to more people, will enable them to appreciate the uniqueness of the continent, it will inspire a better commitment to conservation and environmental sustainability.





If the scientists are right and the damage has already been done, why not exploit the environment and use its resources to improve quality of life in the future.





The World’s population is predicted to peak in 2050 at 9 billion, we need all the resources we can exploit, in order to provide people in Less Developed Countries with the quality of life they deserve.











Don’t we have a commitment to the men who lost their lives exploring the continent? Our memorial to their efforts should be to protect the environment where they gave their lives.





Don’t we have a moral obligation to conserve this environment for future generations, irrespective of the potential economic gains?








