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International Aid
Classify the statements into whether they are for or against aid.







Consider the statements provided. Place them on the opinion line below.






	Many LEDC countries owe huge debts to MEDC countries. The interest payments on these debts are so high that they may not be able to fund development projects or essential services.
	By helping with the development of other countries, we may gain favour with them. They may support us politically or give our country industrial contracts for development projects.
	A gap between the richest and poorest countries can lead to economic migration and even conflict as countries compete for limited resources.

	Aid is better. Long-term projects will help develop countries quality of life, their infrastructure and industry. Then they can trade on equal terms.

	Trade is better. Aid only makes countries reliant on donations. With trade countries will develop at their own pace.
	Countries need to rely on Aid for the moment as trading rules have been developed in favour of rich countries. Till this is changed LEDC countries will never be able to trade fairly.

	If LEDC countries are only reliant on trade their economies will be flooded with cheap Western products, their economies will collapse.
	Neither trade nor aid is fair. The only way countries will be able to compete in the world economy is through Fair Trade.
	A combination of trade and aid may be needed to support countries for the time being. This will allow countries time to develop their infrastructure and industry in order to compete in the modern world economy.

	Reducing aid is a must- all it does is make poor countries poorer by burdening them with debt. They must trade with the world in order to survive.
	
	


Emergency aid has saved many lives in times of disaster.





Countries may become dependent upon their donor country.





Development aid can help improved long-term quality of life.





Inappropriate food aid can lead to a taste for imported food that the country cannot afford and they cannot grow.





Why would we be spending money on aid for foreign countries when our finances are so poor?





Multilateral aid contributes to infrastructure and industrial development, it benefits the economy.





Tied aid means that countries may be contracted to buy goods and resources which aren’t value for money.





Multilateral aid, in the form of loans, is often dependent on countries opening up their markets to imports.





Large scale projects may go to multinational companies, therefore not benefiting local industry or communities.





If there is corruption in the country, aid may not reach the people who need it.





Agricultural aid helps improve food production, making countries less reliant upon food aid.





Donated aid may undercut local producers, leading to a collapse in markets. For example, donated clothing.








Aid can be spent on ‘prestige projects’ or in urban areas rather than in areas of real need.





Provision of medical training and equipment can improve health and standards of living.





Emergency aid is short-term, it makes no long-term difference!





Aid can be used as a weapon to exert political pressure on the receiving country.





Aid may saddle LEDC countries with further debts that they cannot repay. 





We may gain political influence in providing aid.





Trade is good





Aid is good








